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Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1948 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 

of  Maidstone. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Borough  of 
Maidstone  for  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1948. 

The  year  which  has  passed  has  been  a  momentous  one 
in  the  realm  of  local  government  and  health  administration, 
not  only  in  Maidstone  but  in  the  whole  country,  for  July 
of  the  past  year  saw'  the  transfer  of  many  functions  and 
responsibilities  with  which  Borough  Councils  had  been 
entrusted  and  which  had  been  built  up  to  a  high  level  of 
efficiency  and  success,  to  the  County  and  County  Borough 
Councils  throughout  the  country. 

In  some  respects,  this  change  to  a  smaller  number  of 
larger  authorities  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  health  admin¬ 
istration,  but  in  other  ways,  1  cannot  but  feel  that  the  change 
will  bring  an  alteration  in  the  relations  between  the  Health 
Departments  of  the  new  Authorities  and  the  public, — an 
alteration  which  will  mean  an  increased  remoteness  from  the 
problems  that  beset  the  individual  and  a  loss  of  the  personal 
knowledge  and  accessibility  which  marked  the  relations  of 
the  Health  Departments  of  the  smaller  Authorities  and  the 
ordinary  citizen.  The  machine  will  be  larger  and  therefore, 
to  some  people,  it  would  appear  that  it  must  be  more  efficient, 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  it  is  much  more  difficult 
to  get  a  vast  machine  into  top  gear.  The  larger  the  organisa¬ 
tion  and  its  staff,  the  more  probable  it  is  that  individual 
problems  and  questions  will  be  dealt  with  by  underlings  and,  if 
the  problems  are  referred  to  be  settled  at  more  senior  levels,  the 
time  taken  for  solution  will  be  correspondingly  increased. 
Uniformity  over  a  larger  area,  such  as  a  County,  and  ad¬ 
ministrative  tidiness,  will  probably  be  attained:  personal 


nterest  in  the  individual  citizen's  problems  will  probably 
ufl'er  and  the  rale  of  progress  will  be  slower,  and  health 
problems  have  a  way  of  being  personal  problems  and  of 
lemanding  swift  action.  And  one  thing  is  certain,  that  the 
lew  administrative  scheme  will  be  more  costly  and  the  econ¬ 
omies  which  cold  necessity  is  likely  to  thrust  upon  us  will  be 
nore  difficult. 

The  past  year  has  been  uneventful  and  this  Report  does 
lot  contain  a  record  of  major  epidemics  or  spectacular 
emedies.  The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  has  been  low; 
he  infantile  death  rate  has  fallen  to  26.7  per  1,000  live  births 
is  against  40.5  for  1947,  and  the  maternal  death  rate, — nil — 
could  not  be  improved.  The  Report  may  make  dull  reading 
out  it  is  when  the  state  of  the  public  health  is  satisfactory 
hat  material  for  head-lines  is  absent.  It  has  not  been  easy 
o  compile  this  report,  as  many  of  the  sections  and  Tables 
only  apply  to  half  of  the  year  and  it  may  be  that  in  future 
Teports,  the  accounts  of  clinic  activities  which  find  a  place 
nere  for  the  last  time,  will  be  missed  by  many.  Local  interest 
"an  be  lost  when  local  results  are  buried  in  the  statistics  for 
a  County  and  few  will  find  the  energy  or  interest  needed  to 
dissect  the  returns  of  a  “  Major  Authority  ”  to  find  informa- 
ion  about  their  own  Township. 

To  the  Council,  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Health  Committee,  to  my  professional  colleagues  and  to  the 
•staff  of  the  Health  Department,  1  would  offer  my  thanks  for 
he  help  and  support  which  I  have  received  during  the  years 
n  which  I  have  had  the  privilege  of  being  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  hope  that  out  of  the  changes  and  up- 
aeavals  which  1948  has  brought,  we  may  be  able  to  secure 
Tirther  progress  for  the  health  of  Maidstone. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  JACOB  GAFF1KIN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

August  24th,  1949.  13  Tonbridge  Road, 

Maidstone. 
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General  Statistics. 


Area  : — 5,942  acres. 

Population  Census  1921—37,448. 

„  1931—42,259. 

Estimated  Resident  Population,  1948  : — 

For  calculation  of  Birth  and  Death  Rates,  etc.  53,060. 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1948)  13,917. 

Rateable  Value  : — £464,340 

Sum  Represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  £1,867. 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births.  Total.  Male.  Female. 

Legitimate  ...  855  441  414 

Illegitimate  ...  43  22  21 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  16.9 

Live  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  17.9 

Stillbirths  : — 16 

Rate  per  1.000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  ...  17.5 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Deaths 

.  563 

286 

277 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  10.6 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes:  Nil  (Headings  29  and  30 

of  the  Registrar  General’s  Short  List)  : — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths.  (Live  and  Still)  births 


No.  29  Peurperal  Sepsis  ...  Nil  Nil 

No.  30  other  maternal  causes  Nil  Nil 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  26.7 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  26.7 

Illegitimate  „  „  „  „  „  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) .  95 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages) .  2 

,,  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 


Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  4 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 


From  year  to  year,  it  has  been  a  satisfaction  to  record  the 
progress  of  the  various  clinics  which  were  provided  by  the 
Borough  Council.  Many  of  these  activities  had  their  origin 
in  voluntary  effort  and  gradually  developed  into  municipal 
undertakings:  some  were  hastened  by  the  exigencies  of  war 
but  there  has  been  a  regular  record  of  progress,  until  the  time 
has  come  when  most  of  these  activities  have  been  transferred 
to  the  County  Council  and  we  can  be  proud  that  such  clinics 
were  handed  over  as  active  and  useful  organisations,  which 
had  been  moulded  to  suit  the  needs  and  wishes  of  the  com¬ 
munity  and  can  only  trust  that  the  change  to  County  respon¬ 
sibility  will  not  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  clinics  or  make 
them  less  adapted  to  the  individual  needs  and  desires  of  each 
locality.  The  record  of  the  smaller  authorities  such  as  Maid¬ 
stone  is  marked  by  the  element  of  personal  interest  and  de¬ 
votion  and  1  trust  that  this  local  interest,  personal  contact 
and  the  flexibility  which  comes  from  adaptation  to  suit  local 
needs  and  prejudices,  will  not  be  lost  when  our  clinics  are 
merged  in  a  larger  and  more  cumbrous  organisation. 

The  transfer  of  the  clinic  activities  from  the  Borough 
Council  to  the  County  Council  took  effect  from  the  appointed 
date  in  July,  1948,  and  the  result  is  that  for  those  clinics  which 
have  been  transferred.  1  have  only  to  report  for  the  part  of  the 
year  before  that  date. 

School  Clinics.  This  part  of  the  work  was  transferred 
to  the  County  Education  Committee  under  the  Act  of  1944 
and  therefore  the  report  is  no  longer  included  in  my  Annual 
Report  but  is  the  province  of  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  This  is  one  of  the 
activities  which  were  formerly  included  in  the  duties  of  the 
Borough  Council  as  an  automatons  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Authority,  but  it  is  now  transferred  to  the  County 
Council.  Delegation  of  powers  to  the  Borough  Council, 
which  has  so  successful  a  record  of  work  in  this  field,  was  not 
agreed  and  the  County  Council  now  administers  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centres,  but  I  am  glad  that  the  conduct 
of  the  clinics  has  not  been  materially  altered  and  I  look  for¬ 
ward  to  a  continuation  of  the  excellent  work  that  has  been 
done  in  the  past  under  municipal  control. 
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In  Maidstone  in  past  years  we  had  the  happiest  co¬ 
operation  between  the  municipal  health  services  and  the  various 
voluntary  agencies,  but  as  these  voluntary  organisations  are 
now  absorbed  into  the  national  health  service,  such  co¬ 
operation  is  completely  altered.  Voluntary  hospitals  as  such 
no  longer  exist  and  I  trust  that  the  transfer  of  our  hospitals 
'"eluding  the  Maternity  Ward  which  had  been  provided  by 
the  Borough  Council  at  the  West  Kent  Hospital,  to  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  will  provide  an  even  more  efficient 
semce.  That  the  new  service  will  prove  to  be  more  expensive 
is,  think,  inevitable,  but  we  can  hope  for  increased  efficiency 
and  greater  advances  in  medical  science  and  can  trust  that  in 
the  process  ol  change,  local  interest  and  pride  in  the  hospitals 
of  the  country  will  not  be  lost. 

The  housing  situation  and  the  alteration  ot  social  custom 
las  made  the  desire  lor  maternity  hospital  accommodation 
moie  pressing  and  1  hope  that  with  a  close  linking  of  domi¬ 
ciliary  and  hospital  maternity  services,  a  high  standard  of 
midwifery  work  and  the  resultant  reduction  in  the  maternal 
mortality  rate  will  be  secured. 


Births  Notified  During  1948. 


Live  Births 

Still  Births  . ’’  "■ 

Maternity  outfits  supplied  (up  to  July  5th  only)  ... 


898 

16 

64 


Infant  Welfare  Figures  for  Six  Months  ended 


30th  June,  1948. 


No.  of  first  visits  paid  to  the  homes  of  Infants 
Total  number  of  visits  paid  to  homes  of  Infants 
Total  number  of  visits  paid  to  homes  of  Children 
No.  of  first  visits  paid  to  Ante-Natal  Cases 


397 

1044 

1245 

141 

159 

3649 

3055 

692 

1664 

1293 

406 

517 

322 

2116 


Total  visits  paid  to  Ante-Natal  cases 


Attendances  of  Mothers  at  Old  Palace 

,,  Infants  at  Old  Palace 

„  Children  at  Old  Palace 

„  Mothers  at  Banning 


„  Infants  at  Barming 


„  Children  at  Barming 


Mothers  at  Mangravet 
,,  Infants  at  Mangravet 

,,  Children  at  Mangravet 
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Medical  Inspections  at  Old  Palace  .  51 

„  „  Banning  ...  ...  ...  26 

„  „  Mangravet  .  13 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Total  Attendances  .  368 

Infants  and  Children  seen  by  Doctor  at  Old  Palace  1299 
„  „  „  Banning  ...  591 

„  „  ,,  Mangravet  205 

Average  Attendance  of  Infants  and  Children  at  Old  Palace  86 
„  Number  seen  by  Doctor  at  Old  Palace  ...  30 

,,  Attendance  of  Infants  and  Children  at  Banning  80 

„  Number  seen  by  Doctor  at  Mangravet  ...  27 

„  Attendances  of  Infants  and  Children  at  Mangravet  58 
„  Number  seen  by  Doctor  at  Mangravet  ...  19 


Home  and  Domestic  Helps,  1948.  During  the  six 
months  ending  30th  June,  1948,  we  were  able  to  provide 
assistance  for  49  Home  and  Domestic  Help  cases.  This 
service  had  been  in  operation  in  the  Borough  since  September, 
1946  and  had  not  been  easy  to  administer.  The  problem  of 
finding  suitable  women  for  employment  in  this  work  who  were 
willing  to  undertake  such  service,  has  been  very  difficult,  and 
it  again  has  to  be  stressed  that  the  service  is  not  intended  as 
an  extension  of  the  home  nursing  service  but  is  for  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  assistance  in  the  home.  Helps  have  been  available 
both  for  maternity  cases  at  the  time  of  confinement  and  for 
invalids  and  the  aged  who  arc  unable  to  look  after  themselves. 
This  is  one  of  the  services  now  transferred  to  the  County 
Council  and  the  figures  above  only  cover  the  period  before 
the  transfer. 

Hospitals.  The  two  voluntary  hospitals  in  Maidstone, 
the  West  Kent  General  Hospital  and  the  Kent  County  Opth- 
almic  and  Aural  Hospital,  of  which  the  town  has  been  so 
proud  and  which  have  given  such  valuable  service  in  the  past, 
have  since  the  appointed  day  become  part  of  the  national  hospi¬ 
tal  scheme.  The  Municipal  Isolation  Hospital  is  also  now  part 
of  the  national  hospital  service  and  I  trust  that  this  change 
from  a  voluntary  or  municipal  basis  to  a  national  service  will 
result  in  the  provision  of  a  service  which  will  have  a  standard 
equal  to  that  attained  by  the  best  of  the  old  voluntary  hospitals, 
whose  reputation  has  been  world  wide  and  whose  record  in 
the  relief  of  sickness  and  the  advancement  of  medical  science 
has  been  unsurpassed.  In  particular,  I  hope  that  one  result 
of  the  new  organisation  will  be  an  improvement  of  the  Isolation 
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Hospitals  and  their  use  not  only  for  the  admission  of  notifiable 
diseases  but  lor  the  treatment  of  any  conditions  which  are 
unsuitable  lor  admission  to  the  general  hospitals,  with  which 
they  should  be  closely  linked.  1  anticipate  that  there  will 
eventually  be  a  closing  of  some  of  the  smaller  Isolation 
Hospitals,  which  are  wasteful  of  nursing  staff  and  costly  to 
administer  and  a  provision  of  larger  hospitals  with  cubicle 
wards  to  allow  ot  the  admission  and  isolation  of  a  greater 
variety  of  diseases. 

Ambulance  Service.  Up  to  the  time  when  the  respon¬ 
sibility  for  the  ambulance  services  was  taken  over  by  the 
County  Council,  the  service  provided  in  the  Borough  by  the 
local  Corps  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  continued 
with  success  and  1  am  glad  that  in  the  County  Scheme,  the  St. 
John  Brigade  still  has  its  place  in  Maidstone.  The  ambulance 
at  the  isolation  Hospital  for  the  transport  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  has  also  been  taken  over  by  the  County  Council,  but 
the  ambulance  is  still  located  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  and 
functions  much  as  heretofore. 

Day  Nurseries — Monthly  Attendances  for  Six  Months  up 
to  30th  June,  1948. 


Highfield 

South  Park 

Totals 

January  . 

1199 

859 

2058 

February  . 

785 

61 1 

1396 

March  . 

859 

565 

1424 

April  . 

1239 

880 

2119 

May . 

1339 

877 

2216 

June . 

1076 

758  I 

1834 

Total  Attendances  ... 

6497 

4550 

1 1047 

Aver,  monthly  attend. 

1082 

758 

1840 

The  two  Day  Nurseries,  at  London  Road  and  at  South 
Park,  have  continued  to  be  operated  w  ith  success  and  are  now 
taken  over  by  the  County  Council,  but  though  the  Authority 
responsible  has  changed,  the  Nurseries  have  been  the  same 
successful  institutions  as  before.  I  am  sure  that  such  Nurseries 
fill  a  useful  and  even  necessary  role  in  our  modern  post-war 
social  life  and  my  experience  has  been  that  there  is  no  more 
risk  of  infection  for  the  children  in  a  nursery  than  for  those 
outside. 


Sunlight  Clinic. 

For  the  six  months  ending  30th  June,  1948,  the  attend¬ 
ances  at  the  Sunlight  Clinic  were  as  under: 

Children  under  School  age.  Children  of  School  age.  Total 

246  236  482 

This  clinic  has  been  of  much  value  and  has  operated  with 
-.uccess.  1  am  glad  that  the  work  of  the  sunlight  clinic  has  been 
continued  since  the  transfer  to  the  County  Council  and  1  am 
satisfied  as  to  the  value  and  desirability  of  this  clinic.  Treat¬ 
ment  by  ultra-violet  light  and  by  radiant  heat  is  not  to  be 
advocated  as  a  “  Cure-all  ”  but  in  selected  and  suitable  cases, 
it  has  proved  to  be  of  great  value  and  there  are  many  Mothers 
in  Maidstone  who  are  loud  in  praise  of  the  results  obtained. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

(o)  Water  Supply.  The  public  water  supply  in  the 
Borough  of  Maidstone  is  furnished  by  the  Maidstone  Water 
•Company  and  the  supplies  are  drawn  from  deep  bore-holes 
and  springs  and  are  pumped  to  reservoirs  in  various  parts  of 
the  town.  The  water  is  consistently  of  good  quality  and  the 
supply  has  been  adequate  though  in  parts  of  the  town  there 
have  been  complaints  that  the  pressure  was  insufficient  to 
meet  the  demands.  The  correction  of  these  deficiences  has 
been  rendered  difficult  and  delayed  by  lack  of  labour  and 
material  and  the  expense  of  new  connections  is  vastly  increased 
since  the  war. 

Details  of  the  sources  and  gathering  grounds  have  been 
given  in  previous  Reports.  The  measures  for  the  sterilisation 
of  the  water  by  ozone  and  by  chlorine  have  proved  very  satis¬ 
factory  and  the  regular  patrolling  and  care  of  the  springs, 
sources  and  gathering  grounds  by  the  Water  Company’s 
staff  have  been  continued.  The  arrangements  for  the  regular 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water  have 
been  satisfactory.  Such  examinations  are  made  both  by  the 
Company’s  analysts  and  at  the  County  Laboratories,  and  the 
results  have  been  consistently  good. 
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The  average  results  of  the  chemical  analyses  made  during 
the  year  are  set  out  in  the  table  below  : — 
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Pts.  per  Pis.  per  Pts.  per  Pts.  per  Pts.  per  Pts.  per  Pts.  per 
100,000  100,000  100,000  100,000  100,000  100.000  100,000 

Total  Solid  Residue  . . 

34.6 

18.3 

56.5 

49.0 

30.3 

30.7 

2-1.3 

Chlorine 

2.46 

1.76 

3. 1 1 

3.19 

1.93 

2.00 

1.87 

Nitrogen  (Nitrates) . . 

.373 

.50 

.367 

.526 

.204 

.34 

.04 

Nitrogen  (Nitrites)  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammoniacal  Saline  . . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Iron 

Oxygen  absorbed 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

H  hour  at  27  C.) 

.0050 

.0033 

.0066 

.0040 

.0032 

.0044 

.0033 

Oxygen  absorbed 

(4  hours  at  27  C.) 

.015 

.0076 

.01 18 

.0059 

.0083 

.0095 

.0074 

Total  Hardness 

21.8 

12.7 

35.7 

28.1 

19.1 

20.2 

10.3 

The  supply  of  water  to  the  dwelling-houses  in  the  Borough 
is  either  from  the  mains  directly  into  the  houses  or  by  means 
of  stand-pipes  from  which  the  inhabitants  can  draw  water, 
and  the  proportion  of  houses  and  the  population  thus  served 
is  as  follows: — - 

Houses  supplied  from  public  mains,  direct  to  houses  14,663 

Population  (approximate)  .  53,000 

Houses  supplied  by  means  of  stand-pipes 

Houses  .  103 

Number  of  stand-pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Population  (approximate)  .  332 

(h)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  sewage  disposal 

works  has  continued  as  in  previous  years  and  there  has  been 
no  extension  to  the  works.  Extensions  and  additions  to  the 
drainage  system  have  been  in  connection  with  the  provision 
of  new  houses,  largely  on  the  Shepway  Housing  Estate.  The 
lengths  of  new'  sewers  constructed  were  as  under: — 

9ins.  soil  sewer  constructed  ...  ...  1,205  yards 

9ins.  surface  water  sewer  constructed...  1,710  yards 
I2ins.  surface  water  sewer  constructed  710  yards 

(c)  Rivers  and  Streams.  A  study  of  the  reports  which 
1  have  presented  to  the  Council  since  I  became  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  will  show  that  in  each  1  have  commented  on 
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the  fact  that  there  is  serious  pollution  of  the  River  Medway 
and  it  is  sad  to  think  that  so  little  has  been  accomplished  to 
secure  a  lessening  of  this  pollution.  Much  of  this  pollution 
is  avoidable  and  the  river  is  part  of  our  “  Goodly  heritage  ” 
which  should  not  be  allowed  to  deteriorate.  In  some  quarters, 
the  theory  that  industrialisation  means  an  inevitable  fouling 
of  the  rivers  and  streams  is  accepted  without  murmur.  This 
is  a  relic  of  the  days  of  rapid  industrial  expansion  in  the 
Victorian  era  and  I  hope  that  the  lesson  to  be  learned  from  the 
state  of  the  streams  in  manufacturing  areas  elsewhere  will  not 
be  lost  on  the  inhabitants  of  Kent  and  that  before  it  is  too 
late,  steps  will  be  taken  to  preserve  our  rivers  and  streams  from 
further  pollution. 

(d)  Closet  Accommodation.  Below  is  an  approximate 
estimate  of  the  various  types  of  closet  accommodation  in  use 
in  the  Borough.  There  would  appear  to  be  a  large  number  of 
premises  in  which  pail  closets  are  used  but  the  figure  includes 
the  hutments  in  Mote  Park,  which  were  left  after  the  war  and 
which  were  taken  over  as  dwelling  accommodation  to  alleviate 
the  shortage  of  houses.  There  has  been  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  these  huts  which  are  occupied  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  these  will  not  be  regarded  as  permanent  dwellings  or 
indeed  be  occupied  for  longer  than  is  necessary. 

Properties  with  W.C.’s  discharging  into  the  sewer  system  14,991 
Dwellings  with  W.C.’s  discharging  into  cess-pits  ...  260 
Dwellings  with  earth  closets  or  privy  middens  ...  18 

Dwellings  with  pail  closets  (Mote  Park  94:  other  75)  ...  169 

(e)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  The  details  of  the 
work  done  have  been  furnished  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector  and  with  a  complete  staff  of  Inspectors  it  has  been 
possible  to  secure  an  increased  amount  of  routine  inspection 
and  other  sanitary  work.  The  main  difficulty  is  to  secure  that 
the  necessary  work  can  be  carried  out,  for  the  available  labour 
and  material  is  needed  for  the  construction  of  new  housing 
and  shortages  of  both  these  essentials  have  prevented  our 
securing  many  necessary  and  desirable  improvements.  But  1 
think  that  the  following  Table  will  show  that  a  large  amount 
of  work  has  been  accomplished  though  there  is  a  considerable 
amount  of  property  in  the  Town  for  which  demolition  is  the 
only  remedy. 
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Accummulation  of  manure  and  other  refuse  removed  . . 

20 

Bakehouse  inspections 

20 

Chimneys  repaired 

27 

Cement  sinks  removed  and  glazed  provided 

10 

Cooking  Stoves  renewed  or  repaired 

67 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops  inspected 

29 

Common  Lodging  House  inspections 

40 

Coppers  repaired 

20 

Drains  cleansed  on  complaint  or  by  flushing  staff 

1,719 

,,  choked  and  cleansed 

410 

„  reconstructed 

10 

„  tested  with  smoke  . . 

24 

„  tested  with  water  . . 

27 

„  inspection  chambers  provided 

20 

,,  inspection  chambers  airtight  covers  provided  . . 

31 

„  stoneware  pipes  laid,  feet  .  . 

1 

,129 

„  iron  pipes  laid,  feet 

25 

„  trapped  from  sewer  and  ventilated 

5 

Dustbins  provided  . . 

150 

Factory,  workplaces  and  outworkers’  premises  inspected 

154 

Fresh  air  inlets  provided  . . 

3 

Grates  renewed  or  repaired 

12 

Houses,  cement  floors  provided  in  cellars 

— 

„  floors  to  living-rooms  provided  or  repaired 

76 

„  chuting  or  guttering  repaired  or  renewed 

201 

„  roofs  repaired 

rooms  where  dirty  or  loose  paper  has  been  removed  and 

223 

walls  and  ceilings  repaired  and  distempered 
walls  made  dry  by  insertion  of  damp  course  or  other 

610 

method 

35 

Inquiries  into  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 

20 

Inspection  of  houses  on  complaint  or  otherwise 

1,157 

Re-inspections 

3,000 

Mortar  joints  to  brickwork  repaired 

26 

Miscellaneous  defects  remedied  .. 

16 

Outbuildings  or  Washhouses  repaired  or  rebuilt 

— 

Poultry  or  animals  removed 

2 

Schools  inspected  .  . 

6 

Sink  or  other  wastepipes  removed  disconnected  or  trapped 

30 

Sinks,  new  channels  provided  or  repaired 

2 

Slaughterhouse  inspections 

600 

Stairs  repaired 

12 

Stoneware  gullies  provided  . .  . 

58 

Strainers  provided  to  gullies 

58 

W.C.’s,  Walls  and  ceilings  repaired  (Additional  6) 

20 

flushing  apparatus  provided  or  repaired 

210 

new  pans  and  traps  provided 

79 

structural  defects  remedied 

40 

„  seats 

46 

Water  supplies  provided  or  repaired  . 

25 

Window  frames  repaired  . .  . 

102 

Window  sashes  hung  so  as  to  open  full  size  and  ends  screwed 

90 

Verminous  rooms  cleansed 

489 

Yard  pavement  repaired  or  provided  in  connection  with  houses 

24 

Preliminary  Notices  served 

749 

Statutory  Notices  served . 

319 

( e )  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

(1). — Inspection  of  factories  and  workplaces. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  with  Mechanical  Power 
Factories  without  Mechanical 

28 

2 

— 

Power 

Other  premises 

143 

17 

— 

Total 

171 

19 

— 

—Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(5) 

PARTICULARS. 

0) 

c 

3 

o 

Uh 

(2) 

3  Remedied. 

^  Referred 
,£•  to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Factories  Act 
937  and  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . . 

79 

79 

— 

— 

Want  of  Ventilation  . . 

9 

9 

_ 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  Floors 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

-anitary  (  Insufficient 

4 

4 

3 

— 

Accommo-  j  Unsuitable  or  Defects 

43 

41 

— 

— 

dation.  1  Not  Separate  for  Sexes 
Offences  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937  : 
Illegal  Occupation  of  Underground 

Bakehouse  (s.54) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

(Excluding  Offences  relating  to  the 
outwork  and  Offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 
and  Workshops  Transfer  or  Powers 
Order,  1921). 

Total 

135 

133 

3 

— 

(/)  Premises  and  Occupations 
trolled  by  Bye-laws. 

These  are  as  follows  : — 
Common  Lodging  Houses 
Slaughter  Houses 
Houses  let  in  Lodgings. . 
Cowsheds 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 


which  can  be  con- 


6 

2 

6 

4 

6 
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Housing. 

During  1948,  the  number  of  new  houses  erected  in  the 
Borough  was  365,  while  existing  premises  were  converted  into 
22  flats.  Of  these,  287  houses  were  erected  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  78  houses  and  the  22  conversions  into  flats 
were  provided  by  private  enterprise. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  housing  statistics  which 
are  asked  for  : — 


Housing  Statistics. 


I.— Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (o)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 

779 

(. b )  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

910 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub¬ 
section  ( 1 )  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose 

— 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion 

580 

11.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without 
Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  . . 

473 

III.— Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners 

(/;)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 

1 1 

3 

B. — Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  .  . 

— 
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Housing  Statistics — (continued). 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice  : — 

(a)  by  owners 

( b )  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

5 

C. — Proceedings  under  Section  II  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . 

4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

4 

D.— Proceeding  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit 

IV. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  4 — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 
the  year  .  .  . .  Indeterminable 

_ 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  „ 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  „ 

— 

( b )  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year 

54 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 
the  year 

14 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  . . 

60 

(J)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding 

(e)  Other  particulars  upon  which  the  M.O.H.  may 

consider  it  desirable  to  report  . . 

— 

The  housing  situation  in  Maidstone  is  just  a  repetition  of 
ne  situation  everywhere  in  the  country.  The  lack  of  housing 
ccommodation  is  the  urgent  problem  of  our  times  and  its 
olution  is  still  far  off.  The  list  of  applicants  grows  apace  and 
or  the  young  people,  especially  for  those  who  have  children, 
ae  search  for  rooms  is  almost  hopeless.  In  many  cases,  there 
no  other  solution  for  the  young  married  couple  but  to  be 
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crowded  in  with  their  relations  and  I  have  had  cases  where  the 
young  wife  lives  with  her  relatives  and  the  husband  with  his — 
a  poor  start  for  married  li  e  and  a  sad  handicap  to  a  successful 
marriage.  It  is  impossible  to  make  any  accurate  estimate  of 
the  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  in  the  Borough,  for  it 
varies  from  week  to  week  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a 
great  number  of  families  in  Maidstone  are  in  overcrowded 
conditions. 

There  is  no  diminution  of  the  number  of  callers  at  my 
Office,  asking  if  1  can  help  them  in  any  way  to  find  a  house 
and  the  pressing  need  in  Maidstone  is  for  more  houses.  Till 
some  of  this  shortage  is  met,  many  premises  which  are  ripe 
for  demolition  must  be  left,  though  they  are  really  unfit  for 
habitation.  Housing  is  the  problem  which  on  social,  moral 
and  public  health  grounds,  clamours  for  solution.  The  English 
social  structure  is  based  on  the  home:  without  houses  there 
can  be  no  homes  and  the  foundations  of  the  English  way  of 
life  must  collapse. 


Verminous  Dwellings. 

During  the  year  1948,  the  following  work  in  the  eradi¬ 
cation  of  bugs  and  other  vermin  in  houses  was  carried  out:— 

(a)  Council  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  50 

( b )  Other  Houses  found  to  be  infested .  126 

Council  Houses  disinfested: — 

(a)  By  gassing  with  “  Thermatox  ”  ...  ...  16 

(b)  By  spraying  and  the  burning  of  insecticides...  36 

Other  Houses  disinfested: 

(a)  By  gassing  with  “  Thermatox  ”  ...  ...  22 

(b)  By  spraying  and  the  burning  of  insecticides...  67 

Verminous  households  fumigated  before  removal  to  a 
Council  House  or  during  transfer  to  another  Council  house  30 
Council  houses  inspected  and  found  clean  ...  45 

Other  houses  inspected  and  found  clean .  40 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


The  number  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned  during 
the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


1948 


Cattle  ex-  Sheep  & 

eluding  cows.  Cows.  Calves.  Lambs.  Pigs. 


Number  killed 

Number  inspected  . .  i 

1926 

523 

1074 

4302 

185 

All  Diseases  Except  Tuber¬ 
culosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

564 

50 

13 

298 

30 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  dis¬ 
ease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  . 

28.1% 

9.7% 

1.3% 

7.1% 

16.2% 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

11 

28 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

210 

49 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

11.5% 

14.7% 

— 

_ 

5°/ 

Approximate  weight  condemned  :  22  tons,  7  cwts,  3  qrs. 
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During  the  year,  the  following  quantities  of  foods  of 
various  descriptions  were  found  to  be  unlit  for  human  eon- 
sumption.  This  unlit  food,  all  of  which  was  surrendered, 
included  the  following: — 
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Soya  Flour 

...  4  ... 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 
...  —  21  — 

lbs. 

Gravy  Powder 

...  —  —  — 

7 

Marmalade . 

...  —  —  — 

48 

Baking  Powder 

...  —  —  — 

84 

Egg  Powder 

...  —  —  — 

7 

“  Pom  ”  . 

...  7  boxes 

Squash  . 

...  55  bottles 

Bournvita . 

...  30  tins 

Chocolate  Spread  . . . 

...  7  tins 

Bottles  Fruit 

...  9  bottles 

Sweetphat . 

...  21  packets 

Eggs  . 

...  221 

Pies . 

...  114 

Dried  Egg . 

1  tin 

Salad  Cream 

...  59  bottles 

Delicafe  . 

...  1  tin 

Prawns  . 

. 

...  60  tins 
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Food  and  Drugs,  1948.  During  the  year  the  following 
samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  taken  for  analysis,  and  the 
results  reeorded  below: — 


Article. 

Number 
of  samples 
Obtained. 

Number 

Genuine. 

Margarine 

8 

8 

Butter 

9 

9 

Condensed  Milk  ... 

2 

2 

Cooking  Fat  . 

7 

7 

Pepper 

3 

3 

Bloater  Paste  . 

1 

i 

Black  Pepper  . 

1 

i 

Malt  Vinegar  . 

1 

i 

Vegetable  Soup  . 

1 

i 

Gin  ...  . 

2 

2 

Sausage  Meat  . 

2 

2 

Saccharine . 

8 

8 

Dried  Milk 

7 

7 

Fruit  and  Nut  Bar  . 

3 

3 

Bronchial  Tablets . 

1 

I 

Aspirin  Tablets  . 

1 

1 

Am.  Tincture  of  Quinine 

1 

1 

Cascara  Sagrada  Tablets 

1 

I 

Whiskey  . 

2 

2 

Mixed  Spice 

1 

1 

Junket  Powder  . 

1 

1 

Epsom  Salts  . 

1 

1 

Bi-carbonate  of  Soda  . 

1 

1 

Powdered  Alum  . 

1 

I 

Mixed  Spice  . 

1 

1 

Lard 

1 

1 

Tea  ...  . 

1 

1 

Sauce 

1 

1 

Drained  Cherries  . .  . 

2 

2 

Apricot  Pulp  . 

1 

I 

Almond  Paste  . 

1 

1 

Lactose  . 

2 

2 

Ice  Cream  Powder  . 

2 

2 

Rum 

1 

1 

Egg  Powder  . 

1 

1 

Meat  Stew  ...  . 

2 

2 

Potato  Crisps  . 

1 

1 

Candy  Floss  . 

1 

I 

Golden  Bar  . 

1 

1 

Dessert  Powder  . 

1 

1 

Starch  . 

1 

1 

Sago  . 

1 

1 

New  Milks... 

54 

54 

142 

142 
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Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Disease. 

I  give  below,  in  tabular  form,  details  of  the  cases  of  noti¬ 
fiable  disease,  other  than  tuberculosis,  which  occurred  in  the 
Borough  during  1948. 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified. 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Chickenpox  ... 

4 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

21 

20 

— 

Diphtheria  . . 

2 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  and 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

3 

— 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

9 

4 

18 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

i 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

479 

— 

2 

Whooping  Cough  .  . 

87 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

6 

6 

— 

Erysipelas 

6 

5 

— 

Acute  Polio-myelitis 
and  Polio-encephalitis 

3 

3 

— 

Totals  . . 

622 

44 

20 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  number  of  cases  in  1948  was 
gratify ingly  low — 21  as  against  60  in  1947  and  87  in  1946  and 
again  the  cases  have  all  been  of  a  mild  type.  In  fact,  the  type 
of  scarlet  fever  which  is  now  seen  is  much  milder  than  was  the 
rule  20  years  ago;  of  these  21  cases  20  were  admitted  to  hospital 
and  I  am  convinced  that  with  the  mild  type  of  the  disease 
which  is  now  almost  the  rule,  the  routine  admission  oi  scarlet 
fever  is  not  justifiable  and  that  hospital  treatment  should  be 
reserved  for  the  severe  or  complicated  cases  or  for  those  cases 
where  home  conditions  render  removal  imperative.  Ihe 
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available  hospital  beds  would  thus  be  freed  for  the  reception 
of  such  cases  as  severe  attacks  of  measles  or  complicated 
cases  of  whooping  cough  which  can  be  much  more  serious 
than  the  usual  mild  attack  of  scarlet  fever. 

Acute  Polio-Myelitis  and  Polio-Encephalitis.  Follow¬ 
ing  the  severe  visitation  of  this  disease  which  occurred  in  1947, 
there  were  fears  that  it  would  return  in  1948  in  the  early  autumn 
but  during  the  year  there  were  only  3  cases  and  1  am  glad  to 
report  that  all  of  these  recovered.  The  knowledge  of  this 
disease  is  limited  but  it  is  probable  that  many  infections  occur 
which  result  in  no  symptoms  or  disability  but  which  give  a 
measure  of  protection.  After  the  1947  outbreak,  the  Maid¬ 
stone  Division  of  the  British  Medical  Association  held  a 
demonstration  of  the  film  which  had  been  produced  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  a  widely  attended  meeting  of  the 
medical  practitioners  in  the  area,  to  disseminate  such  know¬ 
ledge  of  this  baffling  disease  as  had  been  acquired  and  to  pool 
the  knowledge  and  experience  of  doctors  in  the  district.  This 
meeting  was  very  successful  and  of  much  value  and  the  Maid¬ 
stone  Division  is  grateful  to  T.  W.  the  Mayor  for  the  use  of  the 
Town  Hall  for  this  purpose. 

Diphtheria.  The  campaign  for  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  has  been  prosecuted  with  vigour.  Immunisation 
is  now  transferred  from  the  Borough  Council  to  become  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Health  Department  but  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  this  change  has  made  little  difference  to  the  arrange¬ 
ments  in  the  Borough  for  J  am  still  conducting  the  immunisa¬ 
tion  clinic  and  there  is  further  activity  in  the  schools  for  the 
securing  of  a  high  percentage  of  immunised  children  and  for 
the  giving  of  re-inforcing  or  “  Booster  ”  doses  after  the 
initial  immunisation  in  infancy.  The  result  of  the  immunisa¬ 
tion  campaign  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  1948  only  produced  2 
cases  and  both  of  these  were  in  adults  who  had  not  been 
immunised.  Immunisation  in  Maidstone  was  first  introduced 
in  1935  and  now  it  is  the  almost  universal  rule  that  infants  are 
given  this  protection  before  the  first  birthday.  In  past  years, 
Maidstone  was  a  centre  where  diphtheria  was  constantly 
occurring  and  the  Borough  Council  can  feel  proud  that  the 
efforts  that  have  been  made  have  resulted  in  this  disease 
becoming  almost  a  rarity.  1  have  a  personal  satisfaction  that 
in  my  period  as  M.O.H.  1  have  been  able  to  effect  this  positive 
and  demonstrable  contribution  to  the  health  of  the  community. 
These  results  have  been  obtained  by  a  long  campaign  of 
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education  and  by  the  efforts  of  the  Health  Visitors,  the  Teachers 
in  the  schools  and  by  the  personal  interest  and  contact  of  your 
Staff  with  the  parents  and  children  and  we  are  now  reaping 
the  reward  of  our  labours  in  the  satisfaction  that  this  disease 
has  been  almost  banished  from  the  Town. 

In  order  that  the  progress  of  immunisation  in  the  Borough 
may  be  fully  appreciated,  I  give  below  a  Table  showing  the 
progress  of  immunisation  in  Maidstone  up  to  the  end  of  T 948. 
As  the  records  of  immunisation  are  now  kept  at  County  Hall, 
it  may  not  be  possible  for  me  to  give  this  information  in  sub¬ 
sequent  reports,  but  the  Health  Committee  may  feel  well 
satisfied  that  such  a  satisfactory  record  should  obtain,  when 
this  part  of  preventive  medicine  is  passed  over  to  the  County 
Council. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation,  1948. 

The  number  of  Diphtheria  Immunisations  carried  out 
within  the  Borough  of  Maidstone  during  the  period  1st 
January,  1948  to  31st  December,  1948 : — 


Under  5  years  of 
age 

Over  5  years  of 
age 

“  Boosters  " 

Total 

597 

25 

153 

755 

Immunisation  in  Relation  to  Child  Population,  1948. 


Number  of  childien  who  had  completed  a  full  course 
of  Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1948 


Age  at  31/ 12/48, 
i.e..  Born  in 
Year 

Under  j 
1948  1,47 

2  3  4 

1946  1945  1944 

|  5-9  10-14 

1939/43  1934/38 

Total 
under  15 

Number 

Immunised 

20  204 

567  489  591 

2,899  2,748 

7,518 

Estimated  mid¬ 
year  popula¬ 
tion,  1948  .. 

4,38  5 

6,821 
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Diphtheria  Notifications  &  Deaths  in  Relation  to  Immunisation 

for  1948. 


Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Number  of 

Number  of 

cases  includ- 

cases  included 

ed  in  preced- 

in  preceding 

Age  at 
date  of 

Number  of  iriSf°lumn 
„„„„„  which  the 

Age  at 
date  of 
Death. 

Number  of 

column  in 
which  the 

Notifica¬ 

tion. 

C  a  child  had 

notified.  .  .  , 

completed  a 

Deaths. 

child  had 
completed  a 

full  course  of 

full  course  of 

immunisa- 

immunisa- 

lion. 

tion. 

Under  1 

1 

—  — 

Under  1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

A 

—  — 

2 

3 

— 

— 

5  to  9 

_  _ 

5  to  9 

_ 

— 

10  to  14 

—  — 

10  to  14 

— 

— 

Totals 

—  — 

Totals 

— 

— 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological 
specimens  from  the  Borough  is  carried  out  at  the  Laboratories 
at  County  Hall.  This  service  has  for  many  years  been  one  of 
the  outstanding  features  of  health  administration  in  the 
County  and  I  rejoice  that  it  is  being  continued  under  the  new 
National  Health  Service  on  the  same  lines  as  of  old. 
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Distribution  of  Infectious  Disease  Incidence. 

I  give  below  an  analysis  of  the  notifications  of  Infectious 
Disease,  according  to  the  Wards  of  the  Borough  in  which  they 
occurred. 


C/3  C/3  c/3 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  1  13 

Diphtheria 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 
Paratyphoid  Fever 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 
Measles 

Whooping-cough 
Malaria 

Chicken-pox  ... 

Cerebro-spinal 

meningitis 
Dysentery 

Acute  Polio¬ 
myelitis 
Acute  Polio¬ 
encephalitis  — 


3 

I 

1 

3 

1 

— 

21 

2 

4 

2 

5 

— 

— 

4 

9 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

6 

1 

65 

64 

66 

104 

21 

479 

12 

10 

16 

17 

9 

87 

1 

2  _ 

1 

79  80 

15  8 

2  —  —  —  2  —  4 

1  —  —  4  1  —  6 


97  108  84  76  98  128  31  622 
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Malignant  Disease. 

The  statistics  of  the  number  of  deaths  in  Maidstone  from 
malignant  disease  during  the  past  five  years  and  also  ot  the 
age-groups  of  the  deaths  for  1948,  are  set  out  below.  The 
secrets  of  the  causation  and  treatment  of  cancer  still  remain 
to  be  wrested  from  Nature,  and  so  far  the  answer  to  the 
problem  of  cancer  is  still  to  be  found,  but  advances  in  surgical 
treatment  and  in  diagnosis  have  given  improved  results  and 
recent  research  work  is  encouraging.  It  may  well  be  that 
research  workers  in  this  country  and  all  over  the  world  may 
soon  have  new  knowledge  of  the  causation  of  malignant 


disease  and  that  this  problem  may 
to  the  lasting  benefit  of  humanity. 

be  brought  to  solution. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  Maidstone  during 

the  past  5  years  is  as  follows 

Number  of  deaths 

1944 . 

...  83 

1945 . 

...  101 

1946 . 

...  83 

1947 . 

...  100 

1948.. 

..  95 

Deaths  from  Cancer  during  1948  under  age  groups. 


Age  Periods. 

Male. 

Female. 

0—1 

— 

— 

1  3 

5—15 

_ 

_  1 

15—25 

— 

— 

25—35 

— 

1 

35—45 

3 

3 

45—55 

3 

4 

55—65 

10 

13 

65  and  over 

31 

27 

Totals 

47 

48 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  during  1948  there  were  no 
notifications  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
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Tuberculosis. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

Pulmonary.  Nonary. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M.  F. 

0—1 

1 

— 

— 

1  — 

— 

—  1  — 

1—5 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

—  — 

5—15 

3 

1 

2 

3  — 

— 

1 

15—25 

12 

6 

3 

1  3 

— 

1  — 

25—35 

4 

8 

— 

1 

3 

1 

35—45 

7 

8 

— 

—  1 

7 

—  — 

45—55 

9 

3 

1 

1 

i  —  — 

55—65 

7 

/ 

2 

— 

I  6 

i  —  — 

65  and  over 

3 

2 

— 

—  — 

— 

—  — 

Totals 

46 

30 

7 

6  12 

12 

2  1 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  which  had 
been  notified  was  26.  The  number  which  had  not  been 
notified  was  1.  The  ratio  of  non-notified  T.B.,  deaths  to  the 
total  number  of  T.B.,  deaths  was  thus  .03  to  1. 
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TABLE  1. 
1948 


Causes  of  death. 

M. 

F. 

All  Causes  . .  . 

286 

277 

1  Typhoid  fever,  etc. 

2  Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

3  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

—  : 

4  Whooping  Cough 

— 

—  | 

5  Diphtheria 

— 

—  | 

6  Tuberculosis  ;  of  respiratory  system  . . 

1  1 

13 

7  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  .. 

6 

1 

8  Syphilitic  diseases 

2 

— 

9  Influenza 

T 

1 

10  Measles 

i 

1 

11  Ac  :  polio-myel  :  and  polio-enceph  : 

— 

— 

12  Ac  :  inf  :  enceph  : 

2 

— 

13  Cancer  of  buc  :  cav  :  and  Oesoph  (M)  uterus  (F) 

5 

3 

14  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

9 

7 

15  Cancer  of  Breast 

_ 

13 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

33 

25 

17  Diabetes 

1 

1 

18  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  . . 

28 

5 

19  Heart  Disease 

77 

77 

20  Other  disease  of  circ.  system 

1 1 

10 

21  Bronchitis 

21 

12 

22  Pneumonia 

1 1 

7 

23  Other  Respiratory  diseases 

3 

5 

24  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

9 

1 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

3 

1 

26  Appendicitis 

1 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

6 

1 

28  Nephritis 

6 

7 

29  Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis 

_ 

30  Other  Maternal  causes  . . 

31  Premature  birth 

1 

2 

32  Con  :  Mai  :  birth  inj  :  infant  dis. 

33  Suicide 

34  Road  traffic  accidents 

35  Other  violent  causes 

5 

4 

5 

4 

5 

2 

I 

6 

36  All  other  causes 

20 

23 

27 


TABLE  II. 

Analysis  of  Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  under  Age  Groups,  1948 


Disease. 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5- 

10 

10- 

15 

15- 

20 

20- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

65 

65 

& 

over 

Total. 

Scarlet 

Fever 

1 

2 

1 

3 

10 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

21 

Diphtheria  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

_ 

— 

2 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

1  -  1  - 

2 

Polio¬ 

encephalitis 

1 

J  1 

i 

Puerperal 
Fever  and 
Pyrexia  . . 

— 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

4 

Pneumonia  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

i 

— 

1 

4 

1 

9 

Erysipelas  . . 

1 

3 

2 

— 

6 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Enteric  Fever 

i 

— 

1 

Cerebro¬ 
spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

Whooping 

Cough 

7 

13 

14 

15 

20 

16 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

87 

Chicken  Pox 

— 

— 

—  — 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Measles 

29 

62 

63 

68 

122 

116 

5 

5 

5 

2 

2 

— 

479 

Dysentery  . . 

1 

1 

- 

2 

2 

6 

Malaria 

Totals  . . 

39 

76 

80 

84 

146 

146 

8 

8 

13 

6 

12 

4 

622 
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TABLE  III. 

Analysis  of  Deaths  from  Notifiable  Diseases  under  Age  Groups,  1948 


Disease. 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10- 

15 

15- 

20 

20- 

35 

35- 

45 

45- 

65 

65 

and 

over 

a 

o 

H 

Measles 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Derebro 

Spinal  Fever 

Diphtheria  . . 

Puerperal 

Sepsis 

Other  Puer¬ 
peral  Diseases 

Pneumonia  . . 

3 

— 

1 

1 

8 

18 

31 

Poliomyelitis 
and  Polio¬ 
encephalitis 

Totals  . . 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

8 

18 

33 

29 


TABLE  LV 


Deaths. 


Deaths  apportioned  to  the  Wards  of  the 
Borough. 

Month. 

High 

Street 

King 

Street 

North 

Ward 

Stone  Bridge  Heath 
Street  Ward  Ward 

Shep- 

way 

Totals 

January  . . 

o 

o 

7 

8 

15 

7 

5 

1 

51 

February  .  . 

1 1 

6 

II 

9 

1  1 

7 

55 

March 

8 

9 

9 

14 

13 

9 

62 

April 

8 

4 

7 

7 

5 

j) 

I 

35 

May 

7 

5 

5 

8 

10 

8 

1 

44 

June 

8 

5 

5 

6 

10 

5 

1 

40 

July 

7 

6 

8 

4 

9 

7 

1 

42 

August 

5 

4 

5 

6 

7 

4 

1 

32 

September 

9 

9 

10 

10 

7 

4 

— 

49 

October 

9 

7 

6 

8 

8 

7 

45 

November 

9 

8 

8 

8 

10 

10 

— 

53 

December 

13 

6 

4 

12 

12 

8 

— 

55 

Totals  . . 

102 

76 

86 

107 

109 

77 

6 

563 
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TABLE  V. 


Birth-Rates,  Death-Rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  in  the 

year  1948. 


Rate  per  j  Rate  per 

1,000  Annual  Death-rate  per  1,000  1,000 

popula-  population.  j  Live 

tion.  Births. 


i 

Cl  . 
H  on 
cl  S- 

U 

"O 

i 

c 

3 

Live  Births. 

Still  Births. 

All  Causes. 

*  1 
S-o 

H  £> 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza. 

f  mall-pox 

Measles. 

Diarrhoea  ar 
Enteritis  (urn 
two  years). 

Total  Deaths 
der  one  year 

England  and 

Wales 

.  17-9 

0-42 

10-8 

000 

0-02  0-00 

003 

o-oo 

o-oo 

3-3 

34 

126  County 

Boroughs  & 
Great  Towns, 
including 

London 

.  20  0 

0-52 

1  L6 

000 

0  02  0  00 

003 

000 

o-oo 

4-5 

39 

148  Smaller 

Towns  Resi¬ 
dent  Popula¬ 
tions 

25  000  to  50,000 

at  1931  Census 

19-2 

0-43 

107 

0-00  0  02  0  00 

004 

000 

000 

2-1 

32 

London 

.  20-1 

039 

1 16 

o-oo  o-oi 

001 

002 

_ 

_ 

2-4 

31 

Maidstone 

.  16-9 

003 

10-6 

— 

003 

— 

0-03 

4-4 

24 

The  maternal  mortality  rates  are  as  follows  : — 

Puerperal  Infections.  Others.  Total. 

Per  1,000  J  England  and  Wales  0"  1 3  0’73  0'86 

Total  Births  |  Maidstone  ..  —  _  _ 
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TABLE  VI. 


Infant  mortality,  1948.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated 
CAUSES  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  UNDER  1  YEAR  OF  AGE. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under  4 
weeks 

4  weeks  and  under 
3  months 

3  months  and  under 

6  months 

6  months  and  under 

9  months 

9  months  and  under 

12  months 

|  Total  Deaths 

under  1  year 

Prematurity 

4  — 

—  4  — 

_  |  _  _ 

4 

Enteritis 

-  - 

— 

—  —  2 

-  1  - 

3 

Meningitis 

1  — 

— 

—  i  — 

1  -  - 

2 

Pneumonia 

I 

— 

ii  — 

1  1 

3 

Congenital  Malformation 

— 

Bronchitis... 

— 

Atelectasis 

— 

l  ;  i  — 

-  -  - 

i 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . . 

2  1 

1 

—  1  4  — 

-  -  - 

4 

Other  Causes 

3  — 

1  4  — 

2  1 

7 

Totals  . . 

10  1 

1 

3  15  2 

4  j  3  — 

24 

Nett  Live  Births  in  the  year 


i  Legitimate  . . 
|  Illegitimate  . . 


855 

43 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year 


I  Legitimate  . . 
1  Illegitimate  . . 


24 


32 


METEOROLOGY 


The  detail  of  meteorological  observations  during  1948 
is  set  out  in  table  viii. 


TABLE  VIII. 


Month. 

Average 

Barometer. 

Average  Thermo¬ 
meter  (Max.) 

Average  Thermo¬ 
meter  (Min.) 

Rainfall. 

No.  of  days  on 
which  .01  fell. 

January 

29.42 

48 

36 

3.39 

21 

February 

30.10 

46 

33 

2.03 

16 

March 

30.19 

56 

36 

.74 

6 

April  .  . 

29.74 

60 

40 

1.41 

13 

May  . . 

29.80 

65 

45 

2.05 

11 

June  . . 

29.70 

71 

52 

3.49 

18 

July . 

29.72 

73 

51 

1.59 

13 

August 

30.04 

71 

52 

3.87 

14 

September 

30.34 

67 

49 

1.67 

13 

October 

30.39 

58 

40 

1.62 

11 

November  ..  ..  . . 

30.56 

50 

36 

1.57 

16 

December  . .  . .  . . 

30.03 

48 

36 

3.13 

20 

Averages  and  Totals  for  the 

year  . 

30.00 

59 

42 

26.56 

172 
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TABLE  IX 


RECORD  OF  SUNSHINE  DURING  1948. 


Month. 

Hours. 

Minutes. 

January 

25 

48 

February 

70 

— 

March  . . 

152 

24 

April  .  . 

202 

6 

May 

213 

30 

June 

163 

6 

July . 

166 

12 

August 

149 

— 

September  . 

160 

24 

October 

90 

54 

November 

49 

54 

December 

21 

Totals 

1464 

18 

34 


TABLE  X. 

RELATIVE  PROPORTION  OF  WIND  DURING  1948. 


N. 

N.E. 

N.W. 

S. 

S.E. 

S.W. 

E. 

January  . . 

1 

1 

4 

5 

14 

1 

February 

— 

2 

— 

3 

2 

10 

8 

March 

1 

1 

4 

1 

9 

12 

2 

April 

1 

4 

2 

4 

3 

9 

2 

May 

•  ■  — 

8 

6 

1 

4 

7 

I 

June 

— 

1 

8 

1 

1 

11 

1 

July 

2 

2 

3 

6 

— 

12 

— 

August  . . 

— 

T 

5 

6 

1 

14 

— 

September 

i 

2 

1 

— 

23 

— 

^October  . . 

— 

i 

2 

6 

2 

18 

1 

‘■'November 

— 

i 

— 

6 

8 

10 

2 

IDecember 

1 

— 

1 

8 

6 

13 

1 

Totals 

6 

22 

34 

47 

41 

153 

19 

w. 


5 

4 


44 
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BOROUGH  OF  MAIDSTONE. 


GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

Population  (estimated  1948) .  53,060 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  .  8,472 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1948)  according 

to  Rate  Books  .  13,917 

Average  Number  of  persons  per  house  (1921)  ...  4.6 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  (1948)  ...  3.7 

Area  .  5,972  acres 

Density  .  8.9  persons  per  acre 

Annual  Birth  Rate  . per  1,000  population  16.9 

Annual  Death  Rate  . .  „  „  10.6 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  . „  „  „  5 

Cancer  Death  Rate  . .  „  „  1.7 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  ...  ...  26.7 

Live  Births,  Males,  463.  Females,  435  .  898 

Deaths,  Males,  286.  Females,  277  .  563 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  335 


Elevation. — The  population  reside  at  a  mean  elevation 
of  70  feet  above  sea  level,  ranging  from  20  to  250  feet. 
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